TALES FROM ARUNA - CHAPTER I: WHISPERS
One-Page Synopsis

The Aruna Nebula emerges from a devastating interstellar war that was meant to end all wars. In its
final days, Suria deploys a forbidden positron weapon, annihilating the planet Du’San and forcing the
collapse of the Cydonian Empire. Victory comes at an unbearable cost. Among the survivors is elite
soldier Miles Nova, who loses his wife Mira during the conflict, shattering his belief in heroism and
justice.

Years later, Miles lives in self-imposed exile as a bitter freelance pilot, accompanied only by his
unreliable robot Booster. He avoids politics and purpose alike. Meanwhile, on Pallungol, a new power
rises. Emperor Alcor Omucron rejects open warfare, believing true dominance comes through
manipulation rather than force. His strategy is to engineer fear, false peace, and internal collapse
across rival systems.

When imperial guard Elvey Menkar accidentally overhears Omucron’s plan, she defects, stealing his
personal cruiser and fleeing to the neutral asteroid city of Kremura. Omucron sends his ruthless
enforcer Yaru Gorgor to hunt her down. Suria’s intelligence chief Honro Kinger, desperate for
deniability, coerces Miles into extracting the defector. Miles initially refuses—until he stumbles upon
a hidden Pallungol positron weapon, proving the threat is real.

Afailed escape leaves Miles stranded on the desert world Umbriel, where he encounters Ras Algheti,
an idealistic young scavenger longing for meaning beyond survival. Ras secretly stows away aboard
Miles’ ship, forcing a reluctant partnership that begins to reshape Miles’ cynicism.

On Kremura, Miles, Ras, and Elvey collide under constant surveillance. Gorgor attacks, triggering a
violent chase through the city. They escape together, forming a fragile alliance. Elvey reveals
Omucron’s true plan: a staged military retreat to lull Suria into believing peace has returned, followed
by covert political infiltration and engineered chaos.

Suria ignores the warning. Omucron withdraws, and celebrations erupt—only for President Jev’ke
Konudo to be assassinated moments later. Trust collapses. Elvey is discredited, and fear spreads
exactly as intended.

Defying Surian leadership, Miles takes Elvey and Ras to Tamburion, where Pallungol launches a
brutal assault. In the ensuing battle, Gorgor nearly kills Miles and Elvey before Ras overcomes his fear
and saves them, defining heroism not as victory, but refusal to quit. Tamburion survives, but
Omucron’s larger plan remains intact. As the survivors flee the ruins, they realize the truth: this is not
a war meant to be won quickly. Itis a collapse designed to spread.

And this was only the first whisper.
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